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District Field Notes
BY DAVID FORRESTER
I’m having a hard time putting together a State of the District segment this
quarter. Right now, foremost on everybody’s minds and impacting every
single person’s life that might read this is the coronavirus. People are mostly
focused on their jobs, families, and health. We’re trying to navigate unfamiliar
waters which makes for anxious moments. Hopefully, you and yours are safe
and practicing good social distancing techniques.
Most of our biologists are either teleworking from home or working from
offices closed to the public. However, we are working and we count ourselves
most fortunate to be able to do so. We were able to hold a wildlife tax
valuation workshop in Columbus, Texas on March 13th, but that following
week is when things started to change rapidly. All of our workshops from then
until the foreseeable future have been canceled. We’ve also put landowner
meetings on hold for now. However, the biologists are updating management
plans and loading them into the Land Management Assistance (LMA)
program. They also continue to consult with folks about wildlife tax valuation
via telephone. If you need to talk to your local biologist, call the office number
or use email. They will get with you as soon as they can. If it needs to be an in
person visit, we’ll get you on a list and schedule a visit when things begin to
ease up. Hopefully, that’s going to be sooner rather than later.
Normally, this would be setting up as an awesome spring although maybe a
bit early. The wildflowers were certainly earlier than normal. Bluebonnets
were seen in early February. Coreopsis is already blooming late March/early
April. Turkey season opened with a bang. Not sure if harvest is above previous
years, but folks posting on social media with their trophies seems to be higher
than normal.
In the last newsletter I reported a new positive CWD case in Val Verde county.
Well, since then we’ve had another positive. This time in Kimble county. This
new positive is associated with a deer breeding facility south of Segovia,
Texas. You can find the latest information on CWD in Texas at this web site:
https://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/diseases/cwd/.
Continued on page 2
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State of the District, continued
We did not have a banner year for prescribed fire. Very similar to last year, we just didn’t have a lot of good burn
days from which to pick. Fronts would move through, but those north wind conditions wouldn’t persist for very
long. Same was true of south wind conditions. Additionally, although we might get a decent burn day, wet
conditions hampered landowner’s ability to prep their sites or it was just too wet to conduct the burn. One of the
things you learn if you are trying to use prescribed fire as a management tool is to always be ready to burn. You
may not get a bunch done this year or the next, but one year the stars align, and you have multiple good
burn windows.
Normally I would end this segment with something
like this is a great time of year, so please get out and
enjoy the wildlife and habitat on your piece of Texas.
This is normally a great time of year, but we’re
experiencing some unprecedented challenging and
trying times. Hopefully, you and all of your people are
safe and healthy. Hopefully, we’ll continue this social
distancing regime for a brief period more and then
start getting back to normal. Hopefully, by the summer
edition of this newsletter we’re all back working and
can start comfortably meeting with landowners and
hosting workshops. Hopefully, we’re not feeling the
impacts of this pandemic for years to come.
Regardless, we will get through this at some point, and
be stronger having done so. At that point, when it is
safe to do so, I urge you to get out and enjoy the
wildlife and habitat on your piece of Texas.

Photo©Clinton Faas, TPWD

David Forrester is the District 7 Leader in La Grange. He has been with TPWD since 2001 when he started
his career as the TPWD wildlife biologist for Fort Bend and Wharton counties. David has a Bachelor of
Science in Agricultural Economics and a Bachelor of Science in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences, both from
Texas A&M University, and a Master of Science in Range and Wildlife Management from Texas A&M
University-Kingsville.
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Mulching: Another Option in Brush Management
WRITTEN BY ROBERT TRUDEAU

Early spring weather patterns are always erratic, but as time passes, those weather patterns become more
consistent. As things warm up, we experience new growth across the landscape and the barrage of wildflowers
Texas is well-known for. The vast open spaces across the state turn from brown to a vibrant green, then become
painted with a multitude of colors. However, as picturesque as it may sound, the threat of brush encroachment
continues to persist. Brush encroachment continues to cause complex land management issues not only in Texas,
but worldwide.
Brush management is a conservation activity that encompasses the use of a variety of tools and techniques to
limit and prevent the growth and spread of “woody” vegetative species within grasslands. It can also be extended
to incorporate understory brush management of woodlands and forest areas. In layman terms, brush
management is an activity utilized to maintain the production and usability of habitats. It is important to note that
the goal of brush management is not the complete eradication of brush. The goal is the management of targeted
species within their respective habitats. Many wildlife species require brush for shelter, escape cover, feeding, etc.
The management of brush allows for more plant diversity which, in turn, generates more usability by numerous
wildlife species and leads to an increase in the overall health of the ecosystem. In previous newsletter articles, we
have delved into the use of herbicides, prescribed fire, and the use of machinery for managing brush. These are
but a few of the numerous options on the market today. Another viable choice for effective brush management is
the utilization of a forestry mulcher.
Brush mulching involves the use of heavy equipment with specialized implements and/or attachments that utilize
hydraulic pressure and flow to rotate a drum that is outfitted with specialized teeth that “mulch” the targeted
vegetation. Such specialized pieces of equipment are also commonly referred to as forestry mulchers. Mulching
attachments are made available for skid steers, tractors, front-end loaders and excavators. The size and
orientation of the machinery determines the size of brush that can be targeted. These machines can mulch the
brushy vegetation to the ground, depending on the soils involved. The utilization of forestry mulchers has gained a
lot of popularity in recent years. When considering which type of mulchers
to use, land managers should evaluate the size of area to be treated, the
predominant species to be targeted, and the terrain of the treatment area.

Left: Forest understory with
extensive yaupon holly and
juniper overgrowth.
Right: Understory brush
was reduced to mulch.
Yaupon holly and Juniper
were the targeted brush
species.
Photos©Robert Trudeau,
TPWD

Continued on page 4
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Mulching: Another Option in Brush Management, continued
These three inputs will help determine what size and type of equipment would be fitted for the brush
management project.
Mulching can be implemented in a variety of ways according to management objectives; whether it’s a highly
detailed control effort on a small lot, or a large-scale mulching operation covering large acreage. Since mulching
takes place above the surface, it can drastically reduce the amount of soil disturbance that is associated with
other heavy equipment management options. Also, these implements remove the need for extensive site prep
and cleanup (felling, cutting, hauling, piling, burning, etc.) since the vegetation is mulched on location. The
residual mulch, having been broken down into a smaller substrate, helps to provide erosion protection of the soils
that may be exposed due to lack of vegetation growth and/or soil disturbance from the machinery. With the
newly formed mulch substrate, moisture is retained for longer periods speeding up the decomposition process
resulting in the recycling of nutrients and minerals back into the soil.
On the opposite end of the spectrum, mulching can have some drawbacks. As with most machinery, operators
usually charge an hourly rate. This means the amount of area that can be treated is fully dependent on multiple
external variables. The biggest variables that affect cost are going to be the type of vegetation being treated, the
densities, and the terrain. The flatter the terrain and more stable the better, as rough terrain can be a major
deterrent to mulching treatments. In addition to the costs of the physical mulching project, many brush species
have a knack for re-sprouting (i.e., mesquite, yaupon holly, chinaberry, etc.) and will need further maintenance
and management. Having a management plan that addresses the mulching project as well as follow-up
management is vital to maintaining the invested mulching efforts. Follow-up management can include herbicide
treatments, shredding at an elevated height to only contact the re-sprouting brush, prescribed fire or a
combination. Another deterrent often encountered is the availability of mulching equipment. Many contractors
offer mulching services and some equipment rental companies have mulchers available as well. With the demand
for detailed mulching increasing, many contractors have a decent lead time. With a little bit of research, a land
manager can determine which route would work best.

Desirable vegetation is rebounding with
a wide variety of native species.
Herbicide follow up was required to
reduce the prominence of the yaupon
holly regrowth.
Photo©Robert Trudeau, TPWD

Continued on page 5
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Mulching: Another Option in Brush Management, continued
There are a lot of brush management options to choose from, and they all have their pros and cons. Forestry
mulchers are one of the various options in the land manager’s toolbox. Just as diversity is important for our
wildlife and habitats, any plan to manage brush encroachment in our open-spaces and forest lands should also be
diverse. Brush mulching can be a great tool, but as with any great tool, planning is essential. TPWD biologists are
an excellent resource and can provide guidance and recommendations to best fit your brush management needs.
Contact information for your county biologist can be found at the end of this newsletter.

The mulching of the overgrown understory and the follow up yaupon holly treatments created excellent
pockets of open-space within the woodlands. Photo©Robert Trudeau, TPWD

Robert Trudeau is the Wildlife Biologist for Bastrop and Caldwell counties and offices out of Bastrop. He
graduated from Tarleton State University in 2011 with a Bachelor of Science in Wildlife Management and
a minor in Biology. Robert was hired by TPWD in 2013, where he filled the position of Resource Specialist
for the Lost Pines Complex until accepting his current biologist position in 2014. Prior to working for
TPWD, Robert has also worked as a Biological Science Technician for the US Fish and Wildlife Service in
South Dakota, Illinois, and Nebraska.
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Species Spotlight: Western Chicken Turtle
WRITTEN BY ELIZABETH BATES AND PAUL CRUMP
The western chicken turtle is a small to medium sized freshwater turtle. The
species is best identified by its long yellow striped neck, the broad yellow stripe
on its forearms, and the vertical yellow lines on the rear of the thigh. The
carapace, or top half of the shell, is brown to olive in color with a yellow border
around the rim. The plastron, or bottom half of the shell, is mainly yellow but can
have dark blotches in some individuals. Western chicken turtles can be found
west of the Mississippi River in Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and
Texas. This semi-aquatic species has a unique life history among turtles. It utilizes
ephemeral and permanent bodies of water that contain copious amounts of
submerged and emergent aquatic vegetation during the spring and early summer.
During this time, chicken turtles primarily eat aquatic insects such as crayfish and
dragonfly larvae, but some plant material is also eaten. Once the water levels
drop and warm up, the turtles move out of the wetlands and into the
surrounding terrestrial habitat where they burrow underground for the rest of
the summer, fall, and winter. They then emerge again the following spring to
head back to the wetlands to eat and find a mate.

Top: Long yellow stripes along the
neck and forearms can be used to
identify western chicken turtles.
Photo©Paul Crump, TPWD. Bottom:
Three black dots on the shells bridge
are helpful when identifying western
chicken turtles. This individual was
part of a radio telemetry research
project and has a transmitter
attached to the carapace near its
head. Photo©Bobby Eichler, TPWD

In Texas, the western chicken turtle inhabits the entire eastern third of the state
with the Guadalupe River being the southern boundary. Today the species is
thought to be declining due to wetland habitat loss and degradation. This led the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to consider that listing the species may be
warranted with a final decision due in 2024. However, the population status and
distribution are poorly understood, and a thorough range-wide assessment is
needed to make informed conservation decisions regarding the species. Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department and the Natural Resources Institute at Texas A&M
University have partnered on a project to better understand the distribution and
status of the species in Texas. Over the past 2 years, TAMU biologists studied a
population of western chicken turtles on the Katy Prairie Conservancy property in
western Harris county. You can contribute to this project-if you think you have
seen a western chicken turtle, please contact paul.crump@tpwd.texas.gov or post the
observation to the Herps of Texas iNaturalist project https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/
herps-of-texas.
Elizabeth Bates is the Conservation Initiatives Specialist for TPWD. She graduated from the University of
Delaware with a Bachelor of Science degree in Wildlife Conservation and traveled to Texas where she
received her Master’s degree from Texas A&M University-Kingsville in Range and Wildlife Management
and her Ph.D. in Wildlife Science.

Paul Crump is a herpetologist in the Nongame and Rare Species Program at TPWD. Before joining
TPWD in 2018, Paul worked for 10 years in the herpetology and conservation departments at the
Houston Zoo. He obtained a BSc in Genetics from the University of Cardiff in the UK and a PhD in
Ecology from the University of New Brunswick in Canada. His interests include population
monitoring of rare species and the effect of human activities on biodiversity.
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Seconds Can Save a Life: Importance of Hunter Safety
WRITTEN BY MARK LANGE

After experiencing some local hunting accidents this last season, I thought I would use this platform to discuss the
importance of hunter safety. If just one person stops to think about ways to be safer in the field it will be well
worth the effort to include in this newsletter. Many of us have spent countless hours in the great outdoors for
various reasons and whether we notice it or not, it comes with inherent risks. We all take to the highways with the
assumption that fellow drivers will obey traffic laws, but daily we see traffic accidents on the news. Most of us
probably know someone that has been involved in some sort of traffic accident and most sportsman probably
know someone that has been involved in some sort of hunting accident or at least a “close call.” I personally know
a few people that have been involved in hunting accidents and while they all survived, they all suffered significant
injuries. We all know that accidents happen and will always happen. When they do, we should all take a moment
to think of how they could have been prevented.
According to the Texas Parks and Wildlife-Texas Hunting Incident Report from 2018 (includes data from as early as
1966) the number of hunting accidents annually has been on a steady decline, while the number of hunting
licenses sold has remained relatively consistent for the last 40-50 years. Obviously, the trend of decreased
accidents is one we would like to see continue but it is up to us as sportsman to make that happen. Many of us
have handled firearms since a young age and with that comes a certain level of confidence and comfort doing so.
What is most important, is to not let that confidence and comfort transform into complacency. From the 2018
report I compiled the following list of facts that may surprise you.
• Most shooters involved in accidents had over 10 years of experience
• Most shooters were NOT under the influence of alcohol
• Distance of muzzle to wound was generally under 15 yards
• Shotguns were involved in the majority of reported accidents from 2014-2018
• Shotgun accidents occurred from shooters swinging on game and pointing the muzzle toward

other hunters
• A majority of the hunters involved had not completed hunter education training
• Incidents occurring while hunting feral hogs has steadily increased over the last five years

As wildlife biologists, we commonly visit properties that are hunted and often observe locations of stands and
feeders. It should come as no surprise to you that much of this area of Texas is made up of small acreage tracts of
land; this creates more challenges when it comes to shooting in a safe direction. One of the rules of shooter safety
is to know your target and what is beyond it; on small acreage tracts it is even more critical to plan a safe shooting
direction. Here are a few things to consider:
• Do not put a feeder on a neighbor’s fence line which may cause you to shoot directly into the

neighbor’s property
•

It’s illegal for a projectile to cross property boundaries

•

It’s likely that wounded animals will run on the neighbor’s property

•

You do not know your neighbor’s daily plans so they could be directly in your line of fire
Continued on page 8
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Seconds Can Save a Life: Importance of Hunter Safety, continued
•

You can’t be certain where that projectile will go or how far it will travel once it leaves your
blind

•

If space is limited, swap locations of the blind and feeder so you are shooting into
your property

•

Hunt from elevated blinds with brush or trees directly behind your intended shooting
direction to increase the chances the projectile doesn’t leave your property

• Know the capabilities of every hunter on the property
•

If capabilities are lacking, have a more capable hunter accompany them in the blind

• Know the locations of all hunters on the property when multiple people are hunting
• Make sure you know exactly what your target is
• Its common when hunting birds that there are multiple people with shotguns in close proximity. Have

a clearly defined shooting zone and commit to it, shoot only in your shooting zone
• Wear hunter orange any time you are hunting upland game birds even if it is not required on that

location, it is proven to save lives
• Communicate to your hunting party if you plan on moving to a different location
• Keep firearms unloaded and the action open until actively hunting and double-check that the safety

is on
• Always wear a harness in tree stands and don’t attempt to carry objects in your hands while climbing

the ladder
• Always inspect your firearms and archery equipment for any damage or obstructions that may cause

injury if fired
As stated above, a significant number of reported incidents involved hunters that had not taken hunter education
training. Uncoincidentally, that is one of the more common citations issued by game wardens. Hunter education
training is required for any Texas hunter that was born on or after Sept. 2, 1971. There are many options now to
take the course including online classes. There is simply no reason for not completing the training. Even if you are
not legally required to have the training, it is still recommended to complete it. If you hunt a property with
multiple hunters, it would be well worth the time to have a short safety meeting before each season begins.
While this may sound a bit overboard, you simply cannot be too safe and taking seconds to think about safety can
and does save lives.

To view the 2018 Texas Hunting Incident report click here:
https://tpwd.texas.gov/education/hunter-education/2018-hunting-accident-report.pdf and for more information
on Hunter Education Training click here:
https://tpwd.texas.gov/regulations/outdoor-annual/hunting/hunter-education

Mark Lange is the wildlife biologist for Colorado and Austin Counties where he started in June 2012. He
grew up in the Texas panhandle in the small town of Nazareth. He attended West Texas A&M University
where he completed his Bachelor of Science Degree in Biology/Wildlife Science in 2006 and his Masters of
Science Degree in Biology in 2011. Mark offices out of the Columbus field office. Mark has diverse interests
and enjoys working with landowners towards their management goals.
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Prescribed Burn Associations are Here to Help
WRITTEN BY TRENT TEINERT

Returning a natural fire cycle to a landscape is the pinnacle of wildlife management. If you are implementing
prescribed fire on your property, it means you are doing everything else right and that you can now use fire as a
management tool. For many, the complexity of implementing fire can be a daunting task. For those interested in
using fire as a tool to manage land, there are some great resources available. Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
(TPWD) offers prescribed fire workshops where people can learn to safely use prescribed fire. TPWD wildlife
biologists will come out to your property with personnel and equipment to assist landowners conducting a
prescribed burn. Our goal is to provide quality educational opportunities and work “hands on” with individuals for
a few years until they gain the experience necessary to safely and reliably use fire as a management tool. TPWD
unfortunately has limited capacity for this service and can only assist so many people a year.
Prescribed burn associations fill a much-needed role in Texas. Prescribed burn associations are an organization of
people that help each other accumulate resources and experience to conduct prescribed fires. Currently there are
11 prescribed burn associations in Texas scattered across the state; geographically about half of the state is
supported by a burn association. In the Oak Prairie district there are two, the South Central Texas and Coastal
Bend prescribed burn associations. Much of the region, and the state, need a burn association and many people
are looking for assistance. The parent organization for these associations is the Prescribed Burn Alliance of Texas.
These associations typically acquire nonprofit status and provide networking, training and equipment cost sharing.
The first big benefit of a burn association is the network provided by the association. Everyone can help each
other burn. Often manpower is the limiting factor on a burn. Six to eight people is considered the minimum to
safely conduct a prescribed fire. Having more people participate in a burn means there are more eyes to watch for
escapes and generally means fire suppression capabilities increase. With this network helping each other burn,
people can gain more experience than if they only burn on their
Photo©http://pbatexas.org/Associations.aspx
property. If someone is able to burn once per year on their
property, it might take 10 years for that person to accumulate the
experience of 10 fires. Conversely, if someone assists other
landowners, they may accumulate 10 burns of experience in one
year! Many of the associations provide training opportunities for
its members and provide a network for upcoming trainings.
Equipment sharing is the second big benefit to prescribed burn
associations. Most burn associations have been able to
accumulate a burn trailer. In these trailers there are water tanks
and pumps, hand tools, torches, radios, road signs, and
everything you need to conduct a prescribed burn. You can
usually rent these trailers by the day for a small fee. Funds
generated by the fees go to the maintenance of the equipment,
and is a huge cost savings for the individual, who otherwise would
have to purchase their own equipment. Many of these trailers
and equipment were donated from local businesses or bought
with grants from conservation organizations.
Continued on page 10
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Prescribed Burn Associations are Here to Help, continued
If you are interested in prescribed burning but don’t know where to start, please contact your local TPWD
biologist and your prescribed burn association. If you are not sure about prescribed burning, these groups provide
a great way to gain experience and will help you decide if burning is right for you. Prescribed burn associations are
important to the future of prescribed fire. Please get involved with your local burn association to insure they can
provide assistance that is so greatly needed. If an association does not cover your area, please reach out to a
neighboring association and your biologist. Many times, they will know people in your area that are using
prescribe fire and a network can be established. Both TPWD and the Prescribed Burn Alliance of Texas can assist
you and provide framework to establish a burn association in your area.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department:
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/land/wildland_fire_management/
Coastal Bend Prescribed Burn Association:
http://www.prescribedburn.org/
Prescribed Burn Alliance of Texas:
http://pbatexas.org/
Photo©TPWD
South Central Prescribed Burn Association:
https://sites.google.com/site/sctpba2011/home

Trent Teinert has a B.S. and M.S. in Range and Wildlife Management both from Texas A&M-Kingsville.
Trent started his career in 2011 with TPWD covering Victoria, Calhoun, and Refugio counties. In late
2013, Trent transferred over into the South Texas District and took on responsibilities in Karnes and
Wilson Counties. District 7 was fortunate to be able to lure Trent back in 2015 and he began covering
Gonzales and Guadalupe counties and caring for the Neasloney Wildlife Management Area. Trent resides
in Seguin, Texas and is married to a wildlife biologist.
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Upcoming Events
MAY
16

Small Acreage - Big Opportunity
Online Webinar Workshop
Cost: $25
Register Online at:
https://www.texas-wildlife.org/resources/
events/small-acreage-big-opportunity-richmond
Contact Clinton Faas at 832-595-8999 or
clinton.faas@tpwd.texas.gov

Left: Rudbekia spp.
Right: Texas Hawthorn.
Photos©Clinton Faas, TPWD
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“To manage and conserve the natural and cultural
resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing
and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and
enjoyment of present and future generations.”
You may view this publication, as well as other newsletters
created by the department, through the TPWD website.
Please visit www.tpwd.texas.gov/newsletters/ for more
information.

All inquiries: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department,
4200 Smith School Rd., Austin, TX 78744,
telephone (800) 792-1112 toll free,
or (512) 389-4800 or visit our website for
detailed information about TPWD programs:
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