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What About “Doe Days”?
WRITTEN BY BOBBY EICHLER

Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD) is considering implementing a 4-day antlerless season across much of the District
7 area. The earliest this regulation might occur would be the 2019-2020 hunting season. This article will provide
the information on the counties under consideration (CUC), current antlerless seasons throughout the state,
historical seasons within these counties, and biological reasons why the 4-day antlerless season is being proposed.
Lastly, an outline of the time frame for the regulation proposal process and how things progress as the proposal is
pursued by the TPWD commission.
Currently, the CUC would include all of the following counties: Austin, Bastrop, Caldwell, Colorado, Dewitt, Fayette,
Gonzales, Guadalupe, Karnes, Lavaca, Lee, Waller, Washington, and Wilson. In addition to these counties, Goliad,
Jackson, Victoria, and Wharton counties north of U.S. Highway 59 and Comal, Hays, and Travis east of IH-35.
(See Figure 1)
Currently, the proposed 4-day antlerless season would start on the Thursday of Thanksgiving and finish the Sunday
after Thanksgiving. The bag limits would
remain at 2 antlerless deer (like it currently
is for archery season). On properties that
have been issued Managed Lands Deer
Permits (MLDP), permits would have to be
used during the 4-day season and would
not be an ‘additional’ harvest.
One potential requirement would be the
mandatory reporting of doe harvested
during this 4-day antlerless season. This
would give TPWD good data on how many
does were being harvested outside the
MLDP issuance and allow for better
monitoring of the population. Since annual
harvest reporting is already required for
MLDP cooperators, this aspect would
extend to all antlerless deer harvested and
tagged with a hunting license tag.

Figure 1: Current counties
under consideration for a
4-day antlerless season.
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Figure 2: Current antlerless seasons for counties
bordering counties under consideration.

Summary of Current Antlerless Seasons in Texas
Currently, most counties in Texas that have white-tailed deer have either full season or partial season for
antlerless white-tailed deer during the general deer season, often times referred to as ‘doe days’. With the
exception of the CUC, the only other counties in Texas that do not have antlerless seasons include the far west
Texas counties of Crane, Ector, Loving, Midland, Ward, and Winkler. Additionally, El Paso and Hudspeth counties
do not have white-tailed deer seasons.
Closer to southcentral Texas, the counties that border the CUC have a variety of antlerless seasons. Just to the
north Burleson, Milam, and Williamson counties (east of IH-35) have been under a 4-day antlerless season going
on the third season. Northeast of the CUC, both Brazos and Grimes have a 16-day antlerless season. Going east
and south, Harris, Fort Bend, and the counties of Wharton, Jackson, Victoria, and Goliad (south of U.S. HWY 59)
have 23-day antlerless seasons. Westerly bordering counties all have full season antlerless harvest. As you can see
from Figure 2, the CUC is an island surrounded by counties with antlerless seasons during the general gun season.
While the intent of possible doe days in the CUC is not to simply create antlerless seasons for the sake of filling in
the hole, there is something to learn from the neighboring counties and other counties that have implemented
antlerless seasons. Neighboring counties that have implemented antlerless seasons have not seen negative
effects or population declines, in fact several bordering counties to the north and east have witnessed slight
growth in the deer herd after 2 years of a 4-day antlerless season. These counties are very similar to the CUC in
terms of deer densities, parcel size, and hunting pressure.
Continued on page 3
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History of Doe Harvest
in District 7
Beginning around 1985,
biologists saw a need
for antlerless harvest
throughout much of
District 7. In 1985,
permits first became
available to landowners
by going to the local
courthouse
and
obtaining permits from
the TPWD biologist.
Issuance was based on
landowner size. It is
important to note that
most of these counties
were 1 buck only
counties and had been
for a lengthy period.

Figure 3: District 7 antlerless seasons during the 1990 season.

In 1990, TPWD initiated
doe days across much of District 7. Ten counties in the upper portion of the district implemented 4-day doe
seasons, while 7 counties in the lower portion implemented 18-day doe seasons (Figure 3). Some counties were
divided with areas within the county having a 4-day season while other areas had 18-day seasons. Another aspect
of the seasons was that the days were split between the opening weekend and a second weekend sometime later
in the season. So, in the 4-day areas, hunters were allowed to harvest doe the first 2 days of general season and a
later 2 days in the general season. The same was implemented with the 18-day seasons being split 9 and 9. Bag
limits for these eighteen counties was set at 2 antlerless deer per hunter. Seven counties closer to the coast
implemented full season antlerless harvest with bag limits set at 4 per hunter. Stories from this time period
indicate that the second split of doe days was like a ‘second opening day’ with very high hunting pressure.
In 1991, the antlerless season was slightly modified. Five counties that were in the 4-day season were reduced to
a 2-day antlerless season. These counties included Austin, Lee, Waller, and Washington as well as the eastern half
of Colorado County (Figure 4). Bag limits remained at 2 per hunter.
Starting in 1993, antlerless seasons ceased throughout most of District 7, with the areas south of U.S. HWY 59
being the exception, and the issuance of permits resumed in the areas with closed antlerless seasons. Permits
were LAMPS or WHHAR and were once again issued by parcel size and to some degree habitat types. Beginning in
1996, the MLDP first came into use throughout the state and has been the method used within most of District 7
since. It was during the early 1990’s that many of today’s Wildlife Management Associations scattered throughout
the district came into existence.

Continued on page 4
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Figure 4: District 7 antlerless season during 1991 and 1992.

Biological Reasoning of 4-day Antlerless Season
Every two years TPWD biologists conduct spotlight surveys and daylight observations to estimate deer densities
and population sex ratios to manage white-tailed deer on a landscape basis. TPWD manages the white-tailed herd
within areas called Deer Management Units (DMU’s). DMU’s may encompass several counties and are delineated
mainly by habitat composition. DMU data is meant to track population densities and to be able to detect shifts in
deer densities through time over the landscape. Since 1994, white-tailed deer populations have increased
throughout the CUC with higher rates of increase since the early 2000’s. On a smaller scale, some of the Wildlife
Management Associations conduct annual surveys and many show the same trends.
Within the area being considered for doe days, many properties receive MLDP’s so that antlerless deer may be
harvested outside of the archery season. When reviewing 2017 MLD records from the District 7 counties
within the proposed area, and excluding Karnes, Wilson, Hays, Travis, and Comal, here are some records on
MLDP participation:
 3,738 properties enrolled in MLDP
 Approximately 1.4 million acres
 11,486 antlerless deer reported harvested

MLD data collected within this same area from the period of 2013 – 2017 has shown a utilization rate of
approximately 56%, which is similar to the statewide utilization.
Continued on page 5
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Using the 11,486 reported doe harvest for 2017-2018, this results in approximately 9,000+ permits that were not
utilized but were recommended to be harvested in District 7. When harvest recommendations are made, TPWD
biologists try to decrease population densities or maintain densities to stay within carrying capacity. Rarely is a
population increase being recommended. From the numbers above, a harvest of approximately 20,000 antlerless
deer would have been needed during the 2017-2018 season to keep the population from increasing. The
underutilization of antlerless MLD permits has been the trend across this region for most of the MLDP program
and could be a reason for the increasing population trends.
When considering the long term trends in increasing deer populations and the relatively constant antlerless
harvest rates and utilization rates for MLDP’s, TPWD feels that the next logical step is a conservative season for
antlerless deer for this region. Higher antlerless harvest should have the following positive impacts: 1) relieve
browsing pressure on the habitat, 2) help manage buck:doe ratios, 3) reduce disease risk, 4) possibly lower
harvest pressure on bucks and 5) bring the deer densities closer to carrying capacity. By managing for the deer
population to be nearer carrying capacity, the overall habitat and health of the deer herd should be a positive
result. The current status of the population is generally healthy, however the slow steady increase is a concern.
Likely Time Frame for Antlerless Season Proposal
Texas Parks and Wildlife wants to ensure that constituents are informed and engaged in this process. District staff
plans to have several scoping meetings throughout District 7. Scoping meetings are intended so that biologists
may present information on the subject matter and be able to openly converse with audience members. From
there, staff will have a better idea if the subject should be pursued or modified in any way. After the proposal is
sent from staff, the commission if in favor, will publish the proposal in the Texas Register and seek public
comment. Near this period, constituents will also be able to attend TPWD public hearings to voice their opinions.
Lastly, the commission will decide to adopt or not adopt the proposal. Below is a projected time line for
such events.
 November – January 2019 - Scoping meetings to gage public interest
 November 2018 - brief TPWD Commission on possible regulation change
 January 2019 - present formal proposal to TPWD Commission to seek permission to publish in

Texas Register
 February 2019 - proposal published in Texas Register (public comment sought)
 March 2019 - public hearings prior to Commission meeting
 March 2019 - present proposal to TPWD Commission to seek adoption
 If adopted regulation would take effect in 2019-2020 season

Scoping meeting locations, dates, and times are listed in the attached Upcoming Events. These meetings are
designed to inform our constituents about the proposed regulation and get feedback from them on whether they
are positive or negative concerning the proposal. If your county is not listed, either attend one of the meetings in
an adjacent county or contact your local biologist. Additional scoping meetings in counties like DeWitt and Goliad
will be scheduled and advertised in local media outlets.
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Scoping Meetings
NOVEMBER
28

Wharton County

29

The 409 Club
107 N. Mechanic, El Campo, TX 77437
Begins at 6:30 p.m.
Contact Clint Faas at 832-595-8999 or
clinton.faas@tpwd.texas.gov

Victoria County
Patty Dodson Health Center
2805 N. Navarro, Victoria,TX 77901
Begins at 6:30 p.m.
Contact Shannon Lawrence at 361-576-0022 or
shannon.lawrence@tpwd.texas.gov

DECEMBER
3

Waller and Washington Counties

11

Washington County Fairgrounds Event Center
1305 E. Blue Bell Rd., Brenham, TX 77833
Begins at 6:30 p.m.
Contact Stephanie Damron at 979-277-6297 or
stephanie.damron@tpwd.texas.gov

4

Fayette County
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
255 Svoboda Ln., La Grange, TX 78945
Begins at 6:30 p.m.
Contact Laura Sherrod at 979-540-2744 or
Laura.sherrod@tpwd.texas.gov

18

Colorado County
Colorado County EMS Building, Room 100
305 Radio Ln., Columbus, TX 78934
Begins at 6:30 p.m.
Contact Mark Lange at 979-732-3458 or
mark.lange@tpwd.texas.gov

Guadalupe County
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
210 E. Live Oak St., Seguin, TX 78155
Begins at 7:00 p.m.
Contact Trent Teinert at 830-203-0896 or
trent.teinert@tpwd.texas.gov

11

12

Lee County
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service
310 S. Grimes St., Giddings, TX 78942
Begins at 6:30 p.m.
Contact Laura Sherrod at 979-540-2744 or
Laura.sherrod@tpwd.texas.gov

11

Austin County Courthouse
2nd Floor Courtroom
1 East Main St., Bellville, TX 77418
Begins at 7:00 p.m.
Contact Mark Lange at 979-732-3458 or
mark.lange@tpwd.texas.gov

Jackson County
Jackson County Services Building
411 N. Wells Room, Edna, TX 77957
Begins at 7:00 p.m.
Contact Brent Pierce at 361-798-2625 or
brent.pierce@tpwd.texas.gov

6

Austin County

Lavaca County

18

Gonzales County
Gonzales County Courthouse, Commisioner’s
Court Room
414 St. Jospeh St., Gonzales, TX 78269
Begins at 7:00 p.m.
Contact Trent Teinert at 830-203-0896 or
trent.teinert@tpwd.texas.gov

County Annex Building Courtroom,
412 N. Texana, Hallettsville, TX 77964
Begins at 7:00 p.m.
Contact Brent Pierce at 361-798-2625 or
brent.pierce@tpwd.texas.gov

Continued on page 7
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Scoping Meetings
JANUARY
10

Wilson County
Wilson County Annex
1103 4th St., Floresville, TX 78114
Begins at 7:30 p.m.
Contact Jamie Killian at 830-480-9043 or
Jamie.Killian@tpwd.texas.gov

15

17

Caldwell County
Scott Annex Building
1403 Blackjack St., Ste. C, Lockhart, TX 78644
Begins at 7:00 p.m.
Contact Robert Trudeau at 512-332-7280 or
Robert.trudeau@tpwd.texas.gov

Bastrop County
Commisioner’s Courtroom (2nd floor)
804 Pecan St., Bastrop, TX 78602
Begins at 7:00 p.m.
Contact Robert Trudeau at 512-332-7280 or
Robert.trudeau@tpwd.texas.gov

DeWitt and Goliad County Scoping Meetings to be determined. Look for an
announcement in local newspapers in January or early February.
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BOBBY

“To manage and conserve the natural and cultural
resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing
and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and
enjoyment of present and future generations.”
You may view this publication, as well as other newsletters
created by the department, through the TPWD website.
Please visit www.tpwd.texas.gov/newsletters/ for more
information.

TREY BARRON

All inquiries: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department,
4200 Smith School Rd., Austin, TX 78744,
telephone (800) 792-1112 toll free,
or (512) 389-4800 or visit our website for
detailed information about TPWD programs:
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